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November 17 Meeting 
The Buffalo Soldiers 

 

We have a special treat for you this month!  While 

planning our October cemetery program, we found 

that there was a black soldier buried outside of the 

fence at Gould Cemetery.  Jessie Keymel made 

contact with Jesse Stevens who is part of a Buffalo 

Soldiers re-enactor group.  They have agreed to 

come and present a program to us about the Buffalo 

Soldiers at our next meeting  

The following was listed as part of the program: 

A brief history of the Buffalo Soldiers 

A history of uniforms and use 

A history of weapons and use 

The story of Cathay Williams, the only known 

woman Buffalo Soldier 

Communications – Bugle calls, etc. 

Questions and answers 

Refreshments will be served.  The meeting begins at 

7:30 PM, and will be held at the Walworth Historical 

Society Museum on Academy Street. 

 

Bring a friend and join us for what should be a very 

informative program. 

The Buffalo Soldiers 
 

Immediately after the Civil War (1866), the Army 

started recruiting Blacks (freedmen and ex-slaves) 

to serve due to a shortage of white recruits.  Two 

regiments of black Cavalry (9th & 10th) and two 

regiments of black infantry (24th & 25th) came to be 

known as the Buffalo Soldiers.  It wasn’t until after 

World War II that the Buffalo Soldiers were 

“disbanded” when President Truman ordered the 

end of segregation in the military.  Come to the 

program to hear the “rest of the story.” 

Walworth Historical Society Products 

Christmas Ornaments: 

2000 – 25th Anniversary Academy Bell $7.50 

2002 – Firefighter Recognition $7.50 

Walworth Coverlet (blue or cranberry) $45 

Books: 

Walworth As I Remember It (Pembroke) $5.40 

A Gathering of Memories 
 

The latest book produced by the Wayne County 

Historical Society is NOW available from the 

Walworth Historical Society.  A Gathering of 

Memories was compiled by Andi Evangelist, 

Executive Director of the WCHS.  The book 

contains hundreds of photographs and sells for 

$25. It would make a wonderful gift.  Buy it at the 

meeting or contact Jessie Keymel at 524-9205. 

Learn and Share About the Past 
Part 2 – Sunday, March 28, 2004 

 

“Walworth Memories”, an event co-sponsored by 

Walworth-Seely Public Library and the Walworth 

Historical Society was held on Sunday, September 

28.  The program was well-received and it was 

decided to do it again.  This time, WHS will host it 

at the Museum.  Save the date. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE WALWORTH PEA VINERY 
 

Follow-up: 

 

We received a note from Linda Cooman 
Pembroke:  "I just read the article about the 
pea vinery in the newsletter. I thought maybe 
you would like information on what happened to 
it (the pea vinery, that is) -- if you don't know 
already. 
 

When my brothers were in Boy Scouts, the 
troop took apart the building and built a camp 
with the wood on land owned by Dolomite. The 
troop camped there about once a month for 
quite a few years until the pit was expanded. 
 

This free wood did come with a price. The 
vinery was covered with poison ivy. Quite a few 
Scouts itched for a while." 
 

Editor’s Note: 

We’re still looking for a picture of it when it 
was in operation.  Also, does anyone else have 
any other recollections of working there or do 
you know more about the operations? 

Gina Taber Southcott of Marion as The Widow at our 

October 19 Cemetery Tour 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cathay Williams  

 

In a tiny shotgun cabin 

Martha's baby girl was born. 

A baby born to slavery 

That no one could forewarn. 

 

Cathay Williams was determined 

And never was deterred 

As she began her life as a house girl 

Being seen but never heard. 

 

Then the Civil War broke out 

And the Union soldiers came 

And taking Cathay with them 

Her life would never be the same.  

 

Cathay learned the ways of military life 

And became an accomplished cook. 

She was sent to General Sheridan 

A job she proudly undertook. 

 

Then the Civil War was ended 

And Cathay was finally free 

And in seeking out her freedom, 

She found her place in history.  

 

Her own way she needed to make 

And a burden to no one be 

So as a Buffalo Soldier she joined up 

In the 38th U. S. Infantry. 

 

Cathay Williams became William Cathay 

And no one was to know 

The secret of her identity 

As a soldier she did grow. 

 

The troops moved west to Ft. Cummings 

To keep the Apache at bay. 

There were one hundred and one enlisted men 

And among them was William Cathay. 

 

After two years as a soldier 

In the 38th Company A 

William went to see the doctor 

And her secret came out that day 

 

Discharged as a Buffalo Soldier 

Cathay did her very best 

As she continued to make her way 

In this land they called the West. 

 

Because of her illegal enlistment 

Her pension passed her by 

But she picked herself up and moved on 

And never questioned why. 

 

Life ended for Cathay Williams 

At the age of eighty-two 

She lived a long independent life 

A life that was tried but true. 

 

A salute to Cathay Williams 

The hero of this rhyme 

A special woman of the west 

A legend in her time.  

 

© July 1999, Linda Kirkpatrick 

 

Cathay Williams 

The only known female Buffalo Soldier 

1866 Editor’s note:  I found the above on the 
internet.  I hope I haven’t stolen the 
information that the Buffalo Soldiers will 
present to us on November 17. 
 

We hope to see you at the program! 

Refreshments will be served, too! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE WALWORTH HIGH SCHOOL 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

By Mary Jane Devlin 

 

The first banquet of the Walworth High School 

Alumni Association, was probably held in 1933. No 

other information is available for the first few 

banquets. There were no banquets from 1943 to 

1946.  

 

After 1946 the banquets were held at Walworth 

High School in the auditorium/gymnasium or the 

dining room.   In the 50's and 60's they were held at 

the Walworth fire hall, the Fellowship Hall of the 

Baptist Church, the West Walworth fire hall, then 

the Walworth Elementary School.  From 1976 to 

1979 the banquets were held at Freewill Elementary 

then back to the Methodist Church From 1992 to the 

present, the banquets have been held at Wayne 

County restaurants except in 1995 when it was held 

in a Rochester party house.  

 

Dues started at 25 cents were raised to 50 cents in 

1948.  Dues were raised to $1.00 in 1973 and to 

$2.00 in 1979. They went back to $1.00 in 1980 and 

were raised again to $2.00 in 1997 and remain at 

that rate to the present. 

 

The Association originally paid for the dinners of the 

graduating class.  However, that changed when 

Walworth and Ontario centralized.   

 

An alumni Silver Cup was engraved each year with 

the class who had the best attendance.  The Cup is 

now at the Walworth Historical Society museum.  A 

school bell was used to call alumni to dinner.  

 

Throughout the years many groups have 

entertained.  Some of them are:  Swing Chorus from 

Sodus, various members of the clergy, the 

Henderson Brothers and Sharon Ann (Schultz), 

exchange students, the Choraleers - Ed Simpson,  

Lyle Bassage, Leonard Padghem and Fay Arnold, and 

humorist from Sodus. Travel movies and slides 
were shared some years.  In 1976 Joe Finley 
discussed formation of Walworth Historical 
Society. 
 

Attendance has ranged from a high of 127 to a low of 33 

in 1969 and also in 1995, the year the banquet was held 

in Rochester. Attendance recently averages 65. 

 

Past Presidents have included Joe Finley, a long-time 

member of the New York State Assembly, Roger 

Pembroke, Walworth Elementary Principal, Stuart 

Huntley, a 50+ year member of the Walworth Fire 

Department, and Carlyle Darron, former Town 

Supervisor.  Other alumni who have served as President 

for 2 years or more are:  Eugene Reynolds, Thelma 

Hoffman Broomfield, Joyce Goebert Van Haneghem, Lois 

Van Hoover, Radah Wacenske, Marvin Ebert, Helen 

Darron Schultz, Harold Granger, and Glady Wager Hickey. 

Radah Wing Wacenske also served as Secetary/Treasurer 

for many years and still is corresponding secretary. 

 

People who lived in Walworth and graduated from 

Wayne Central are invited to attend any banquet.  

 

For 2004, Homer Sass is President, Al Kaper is Vice-

President, and Barbara Sass is Secretary/Treasurer. 

 

Walworth’s 175th Birthday 

 

April 20, 2004 
 

The Walworth Historical Society Board of 
Trustees will be meeting on November 24 to 
begin planning for the big event.  We’ve already 
been in touch with Town Officials, and it is quite 
likely that there will be a BIG celebration next 
summer.  The Historical Society is interested in 
your input.  Of course, we want to recognize 
THE date, but we will probably make this our 
year-long theme.  Got any ideas.  I’m sure you’d 
be welcome to come on 11/24 to share them. 
Call Jessie Keymel with your ideas:  524-9205. 


