
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Annual Meeting  
& Pot Luck Dinner 

 
Save the Date:  Monday, May 19 at 6 PM. 
Penny Frederick will be our featured 
speaker and her topic will be Burial 
Grounds.  This will be a kick off for a series 
of programs on the topic of cemeteries, 
tombstones, and burial customs.  While it 
sounds a little morbid, the topic is actually 
very interesting. 
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It’s Movie Time Again! 
 
We will again have a Sunday matinee at the 
museum showing movies taken by former 
long-time resident Charlie Pembroke.  This 
year’s sequel will be March 30.  Admission is 
free and so is the popcorn.  Bring a friend 
and help identify the local “movie stars and 
location sites”.  Show time begins at 2:00 PM 
at the museum. 
 
When the Pembroke’s retired to Florida, 
Charlie donated his vast collection of 8 mm 
home movies to the WHS.  This will be our 
fourth year of previewing his tapes.  Our goal 
is to copy the best tapes to a more suitable 
format to be available for public usage.   
 

March 17 Meeting 
Please Join Us! 

 
Postcards will be our topic on March 17, 
2003.  Pam Heald will be our featured 
speaker and she invites you to bring along 
your favorite postcards. 
 
The meeting will be held at the Walworth 
Museum on Monday, March 17, 2003 
beginning at 7:30 PM.  And, as usual, 
delicious refreshments will be served. 

Learn and Share About the Past 
April 6, 2003 

 
Do you have memories to share about the 
Walworth area?  Would you like to learn 
more about this community you call home?   
Here’s your chance. 
 
Come to the Walworth-Seely Public Library 
on Sunday, April 6, at 2 PM for an hour of 
reminiscing and sharing.  This event is co-
sponsored by the Walworth Historical 
Society and the Walworth-Seely Public 
Library.  The library is located at 3600 
Lorraine Drive in the town hall complex. 
 
This program is of interest to newcomers, 
as well as to those who have lived in the 
area for many years.  People are 
encouraged to bring photos or other 
memorabilia that tell a story.  Or just come 
to listen to others reminisce about the 
good old days. If you have an item that 
you know is old but don’t know what it is, 
perhaps someone can help you identify it. 

Everything that happened yesterday (and 
even today) is HISTORY!  Be an historian. 

Did You Know? 
 

In 1811, a machine was built to make the 
tiny pegs used to hold shoe parts together.  
Prior to this time, a shoemaker had to whittle 
each peg by hand.  Also, in those days there 
was no “left” or “right” shoe.  In 1888 
standardized shoe sizes were first adopted. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Ornaments 
 

Thank you to those whom bought or sold our 
2002 Christmas ornaments. The response to 
our ornament was gratifying.   
 

The ornament honored the Walworth, West 
Walworth, and Lincoln Fire Departments. By 
choosing to recognize these service 
organizations, our goal was to make the 
public more aware of the important 
contributions and sacrifices made by our 
firefighters. 
 

Top seller in this year’s contest was Darwin 
Welker, who will receive a Duraplus krypton 
flashlight for selling 14 ornaments.  In 2000 
we offered a commemorative ornament that 
pictured the Academy bell on one side and 
information about the 25th anniversary of the 
WHS on the reverse side.  Top seller of 14 
ornaments that year was Nancy Bel, who 
received a camera.  Our ornament vendor 
donated both gifts. 
 

In addition, a thank you note has been sent 
to Marlene Hall at the Walworth Hardware 
and to Marcia Englert at the Town Hall for 
selling ornaments for us at these locations. 
 

If you would like to purchase either of these 
two ornaments, contact Dorothy French at 
315-986-1098.  The price is $7.50 each (tax 
included). 
 

In Memory of Dorothy Yuker Petty 
 

 
Dorothy Yuker Petty passed away at the age 
of 90 on February 3, 2003.  She was a 
Charter Member of the Walworth Historical 
Society and a member of the Walworth 
United Methodist Church.  She is survived by 
her daughter, Elaine Hay, 2 grandchildren 
and 3 great-grandchildren.  She was 
predeceased by her husband, Floyd and 
daughter, Shirley  
 

In 1998, the Walworth Historical Society 
recognized Dorothy with our Community 
Service Award.  One of the greatest 
contributions she made to the Walworth 
Historical Society was to keep wonderful 
scrapbooks for more than 50 years.  We are 
grateful that Dorothy and Elaine have seen fit 
to donate the collection of more than 25 
books (we are still in the process of 
cataloging them). 

Annual Spring Clean-up 
 

On Saturday, May 3 from 9 AM until Noon (or 
thereabouts) there will be a Spring clean up 
day at the museum.  Bring your energy and 
your cleaning or yard equipment.  Help our 
museum shine inside and outside!  For more 
information, contact Jessie Keymel at 315-
524-9205. 

Got a story about Walworth to share?  We 
are looking for interesting tidbits to put in this 
newsletter.  We hope to have 6 pages for the 
spring edition.  Contact Gene Bavis, Editor. 
315-986-1474 

Save these Dates 
 

Mon., Sept. 15, WHS meeting.  Program: TBA 
 
Sun., Oct. 19, 2-5 PM , Annual fall festival  
 
Mon., Nov. 17, WHS meeting: Program: TBA 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our coldest winter 
 

By Jessie Keymel 
 

It seems that this has been a harsh winter, 
and many memories of past winters have 
come to mind. The coldest temperature 
recorded was February 9th, 1934, at minus 
22 degrees. The temperature was under 0 
for about 10 days that month, and the 
results on Walworth orchards was 
devastating. It was so cold that the trees 
exploded when the sap froze. I have been 
told that it sounded like a war zone, as you 
listened to the trees cracking in the middle 
of the night.  
 

As we think back to that time, we also are 
reminded that every house did not have a 
furnace, there was a little house behind the 
big house, no one had electric blankets, and 
most residents had barn chores twice a day. 
We were dependent on real fur coats, long 
johns, and woolen gloves and socks to keep 
us warm. Lake Ontario froze over that 
winter.... Now that is COLD.  
 

Maybe this winter has not been so bad. We 
have good plumbing, heated homes and 
cars and entertainment at our fingertips. 
Well, enjoy the rest of our winter, spring will 
soon be here. 
 

P.S.   Lake Ontario also froze over in 1855 
and 1979. 

Children Learn About 
Walworth Area 

 

By Dorothy French 
 

Second graders in the Wayne Central and 
Gananda School Districts are learning about the 
Walworth area, thanks to a program at the 
Walworth-Seely Public Library.   
 

Liz O’Toole, Children’s Librarian, has organized a 
series of talks by local residents to help second 
graders learn about their community.  Our very 
own John Traas, town historian, was lead off 
speaker.  He talked about local history (from 
Douglas Corners to Gananda) and early life in a 
dairy and fruit growing area. 
 

Other WHS members participating in the 
program and their subjects are Elaine Leasure 
(schools) and Marcia Englert (town 
government).  Representatives from the State 
Police, highway department, and fire 
department will also talk with the school 
children.  The program is being held on 
Wednesday afternoons during February and 
March at the library.  
 

According to Liz, the program was initiated 
because the annual Wayne County History 
Jamboree will not be held this year.  “I believe it 
is very important for the children to know about 
their town.  This gives them an insight of the 
past and present of the Walworth area and the 
services our community provides.” 

In memory of Edna Bavis Smith 
 

Edna Smith passed away on February 22 at 
the age of 90.  She was the daughter of 
Winfield and Cora Bavis of Sherburne Road. 
Edna is survived by her husband of more 
than 68 years, Harold as well as 2 sons, 6 
grandchildren, and 9 great-grandchildren. 
 

She was a Charter Member of the Walworth 
Historical Society and was a member of the 
Covenant United Methodist Church.  Our 
sympathy to all of her family. 

Did You Know? 
 

The Town of Walworth was established on April 
20, 1829.  It was the last of the 15 Wayne 
County Towns to become an independent entity. 
Prior to 1829, Walworth was part of the Town of 
Ontario.  Our first settlers arrived in 1789.  At 
that time we were part of the Town of 
Williamson.  And, by the way, Williamson was 
part of Ontario County in those days.  Wayne 
County was not separated from Ontario County 
until 1823. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It’s time to pay your Walworth Historical 
Society Dues for this year.  We can only 
continue to operate when we have the 
support of our members and friends, so 
please bring your dues to the meeting, or 
mail your check to the Walworth Historical 
Society at PO Box 142, Walworth, NY 14568.  
Also, please consider asking a friend to join 
as well. 
 

Dues categories are as follows: 
Individual     $   6.00 
Joint or Family   $ 10.00 
Student    $   3.00 
Supporting    $ 25.00 
Corporate/Business   $ 25.00 
Sponsor    $ 40.00 
Patron     $100.00 
Benefactor    $150.00 
Life Membership   $100.00 

 

Please consider becoming: 
 

A SUPPORTING member for $25.00 
 

OR 
 

A SPONSORING member for $40.00 
 

OR 
 

A PATRON for $100.00 
 

OR 
 

A BENEFACTOR for $150.00 
 

At the very least, please RENEW today at 
your current level of membership. 

 
Corporate/Business Memberships will be 

listed in future editions of the News. 


