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Mural Mania Comes to Walworth

By Gene Bavis

In May, I introduced Mural Mania and told how my wife and I got inspired by our trip to Georgia and Alabama in
February. In July, I shared plans we had for a mural in Walworth. Now we have one! It took just a little over
three months from concept to completion!
Cazenovia College Art Professor Corky Goss and his son Graham have created a beautiful mural for the west
wall of the Walworth Post Office. The mural is based on the two paintings we have of the first herd of Holstein
cattle brought here in 1879 by Theron G. Yeomans.
I have heard dozens of wonderful comments from community members and even a few visitors. I’d like to
thank the more than 80 donors who made this mural possible. In fact, we exceeded our fundraising goal, so
we have money left to start the next mural. We will “kick off” the next project at the dedication ceremony. The
plan is to have a second mural completed during 2014. (Continued on page 2).......

On Sunday, October 6, the Walworth Historical Society will conduct a MURAL DEDICATION program at the
Walworth Post Office beginning at 3 PM. The formal program will be about 30 minutes. Following the
ceremony, we invite you to join us at the Walworth Historical Society Museum at 2257 Academy Street for a
RECEPTION and OPEN HOUSE featuring displays centered on dairy farming. We especially want our visitors
to see the original paintings that inspired the mural.
Among the other things we plan to display are Wayne County milk bottles, ribbons and trophies won for
showing cattle at fairs, etc., butter making equipment, and anything else we can find that is dairy-related. We
also plan to collect brief histories and photos of local dairy farms to share with you. We’ll have a couple of
slide shows running in a continuous loop. One will be about Dairy Farming and the other about Mural Mania.
Of course, a reception with a dairy theme will have appropriate refreshments.
We invite you not only to attend the dedication, reception, and open house, but also to participate. If you have
any dairy-related items that you are willing to display or to loan us for the day, we’d love to hear from you. If
you have photos of or knowledge of Walworth area dairy farms, we want to talk with you.
This would also include photographs (even formal portraits) of local dairy farmers or aerial pictures of the
farms. We only need your photos long enough to scan them. Please contact Gene Bavis, Town Historian, at
gbavis@rochester.rr.com or call 315-573-2768 if you have anything that will help us put this program together.
Thanks…this is going to be Fun!

President’s Message

By Jessie Keymel

Thank you, thank you, thank you! This has been a busy summer at WHS, including all the extra planning and
paperwork completed to bring the mural to fruition plus our normal monthly activities.
Thank you to all who volunteer their time to make us an intimate part of this community. Thank you to the float
builders, to Roger Keymel for driving it in the parade, and everyone who sat at the booth at the Festival in the
Park. We won best float this year, displaying the items that were necessary for the pioneers to settle here
around 1800. Thanks to the members who spent hours at the museum on Sundays and Wednesdays this
summer; it is important that we are open when the public expects us to be there. Many thanks to our grounds
crew who make sure our appearance is always properly presented.
Thank you to Jacque Ruth and Becky Appleman for helping to host the August 20 Aldersgate Class meeting at
the museum. I showed a program of old and new photos from our collection, a small sample of Walworth’s
past. Eighteen members of the class were present; this adult class of the Walworth United Methodist Church
was started in the 1940’s and is still very active.

Walworth and the Civil War
Editor’s Note: The following story appeared in the April 1977 issue of the Walworth Historical Society
Newsletter. It originally was published in the May 10, 1861 issue of the Palmyra Courier.
The highly respectable but somewhat staid Town of Walworth is fully imbued with the spirit of the day. The
people of Walworth have been very quiet since the rebellion broke out until yesterday, May 1, when they gave
vent to their feelings by raising a pole and throwing to the breeze the time-honored flag of our country. There
was quite a goodly number present, and the raising was soon accomplished. The most intense Union feeling
prevailed throughout. The cannon was brought forth and charged for the first time to speak for her country,
and most nobly did she utter the patriotic sentiments of the people.
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Class Photos

By Jessie Keymel

Many thanks to Kathy and Karl Aeckerle for taking on the task of hanging all the restored Walworth High
School class photos shown below in the hall at the museum shown below.
Our collection starts with the Class of 1937 and finishes with 1949. We are still missing 1939 and 1940; a
space has been reserved for them. Can you help us find the missing photos to complete this important journey
through our history? The board of the Walworth Historical Society would like to thank the alumni of Walworth
High School for their help with this project and again thank Kathy and Karl for a job well done.

Scrapbook Memories: 1972

By Joyce Finney

We are indebted to Walworth native and long-time school teacher Dorothy Petty, who compiled more than 30
scrapbooks through the years. We are honored to be the custodian of these scrapbooks and to share their
contents with our readers.
January 16 - Mr. and Mrs. Peter VanHaneghan celebrate 50th wedding anniversary. In their honor an open
house will be held at the Walworth Baptist Church Fellowship Hall.
January - Store Seeks Liquor Sales in Walworth: The application included two licenses - one to sell beer in a
grocery store and one to sell beer, wine and liquor in a package store. Dry since l941, the town went wet on
November 2, 1972
January 25 - Wires Blown on Bus Traps 30 Children: About 30 children were trapped for about a half-hour in
a Wayne Central School District bus when wind-blown electrical wires fell on it. The March-like wind had gusts
up to 63 MPH and blew down trees, causing wide-spread power outages.
January - Wayne County Selects New Historian: Marjorie Allen of Oswego was appointed Wayne County
Historian by the Board of Supervisors to succeed Dorothy Facer who retired. At age 27, Miss Allen may be the
youngest County Historian in the State.
February 10 - Walworth Store Ruined by Fire: The Walworth IGA Foodliner was completely gutted by fire of
undetermined origin. The store, which is operated by Leighton and Nancy Bel of Walworth, had sections of the
roof and floor cave in during the blaze.
April 3 - Ernest J. Wicks Succumbs at 65: Ernest was a long-time resident of Walworth and operated a
hardware store here for 24 years.
July - Youngmans Buy Wicks Hardware: The former Wicks Hardware store in Walworth has been acquired by
Katherine and Gordon Youngman, owners of the next door Youngman's Variety Store.
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Another Charlie Pembroke Story

By Mary Jane Devlin

In 1976 when the new Walworth fire hall was being
built, my husband, Arnold Devlin, worked for Claud
J. Nevlezer Excavating in Williamson, NY. One
day, Arnold was hauling a big construction crane
through Walworth; the operator of the crane,
George Fisk of Marion, was driving a pickup truck
behind the crane.
Charlie stopped the men and asked if they would
use the crane to set the platform for the siren on
the tripod of poles that were already in place. Of
course they said yes and Claud J. Nevlezer didn't
charge the fire department for the service. Later,
Charlie brought us a picture of the operation.

In Memoriam: Lorraine Finley

By Lyle Bassage

Lorraine Finley ended her earthly journey on June 21, 2013 and what a journey it turned out to be! Her
memorial service was held in the Walworth United Methodist Church on July 8, attended by individuals who
were there to display their respect and admiration for an individual who was community oriented and
participated proudly in her many community endeavors.
It would be futile to accurately review all of her worthy activities and civic
accomplishments in this writing. Yet Lorraine would always maintain that
her proudest achievement was helping to organize the Walworth Reading
Room on the property once owned by Jay Seely. The Walworth-Seely
Public Library would eventually evolve with Lorraine serving as the first
President of the Library Board of Trustees from 1961 – 1971.
Exceptional quality of life begins with a good education and Lorraine was
always involved in civic activities that enhanced this strong belief.
The Walworth Historical Society honored Lorraine with the Community
Service Award on May 21, 2007. This honor was bestowed upon an
individual who unselfishly gave of herself so that others could enjoy a
better quality of life. Walworth citizens can indeed be proud of this fine
lady and her admirable efforts on their behalf. Her legacy will live on
forever. Thank you, Lorraine.

Thank You, WHS Life Members

By Mary Jane Devlin

We would like to thank all of our Life Members for their continued support. They are: Kathleen Aeckerle,
Rebecca Appleman, Lyle and Jean Bassage, Eugene and Elizabeth Bavis, Jeffrey Bavis, Leighton and Nancy
Bel, William and Sharon Boyd, Christine Bray, Angela Breci, Nancy Brown, Douglas Churchill, Monnie
Churchill, Stephanie Craft, Dennis DeGroot, Rodney DeGroot, Doris Drechsler, Joseph Englert, Erik Finley,
Gregory Ginegaw, Michael Herrman, Nancy Isbell, Roger and Jessie Keymel, Elaine Leasure, George
Mandery, Janice Mitchell, Bertha Pembroke, Mabel Risley, Karen Schreckendgust, Grace Smith, Neal Smith,
Donna Stalker, Thomas Stevens, Helen (Schultz) Triou, Joyce VanHaneghem, Ruth Wiegand, Robert Wignall,
Terry and Gail Wolfe, Gordon and Betty Youngman, and Karen Youngman.
We appreciate their confidence in the organization and enjoy seeing them soon at our meetings and other
activities.
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Rich Hoven: Sept. 22 in Penfield
If you missed seeing our March 18 program by Rich Hoven on
barn building, it will be presented on Sunday, September 22, from
2:30 – 4:00 PM at the Braman room in the Penfield Public
Library/Community Center building, 1985 Baird Road, Penfield.
It is sponsored by the Penfield Heritage Association in cooperation
with the library. Information about Penfield barns will also be
shared. Contact the library at (585) 340-3720 for reservations (not
required but helpful).

Staples’ Rewards
We are participating in Staples’ Rewards program. You can help us by donating your used toner and ink
cartridges. The Rewards check we receive will enable us to purchase office supplies for the museum. Bring
your donations to any event at the museum or call Dorothy French at (315) 986-1098.

Sept. 16 Program: “What’s in the Attic?”

By Jessie Keymel

Our next meeting will be Monday, September 16, at 7:30 PM at the museum. The topic will be “What’s in the
Attic?” As we report in almost every issue of our newsletter “our collection continues to grow,” the filing
committee will be sharing some one-of-a-kind items with you. If you have something interesting in your attic
that you would like to share, please bring it along for show and tell. Did you know that upstairs at the museum
we have the traffic light from the four corners in Walworth? It is too heavy to bring downstairs; if you want to
see it you will have to go to the attic.
Gene Bavis will bring us up to date on the mural and the plans for the October 6 dedication and open house.
The museum is located at the corner of High and Academy Streets. Because our meetings are not complete
without refreshments, plan to stay afterwards for food and conversation.

Attention Genealogists!
A small group of people who are interested in their family history meet at the Walworth-Seely Public Library,
3600 Lorraine Drive, four to five times a year. The main intentions are to share their interesting findings and
helpful resources, as well as to gather new ideas for moving forward with their research. They support one
another in a friendly way.
If you are interested in coming to the next meeting, it will be held on Wednesday, September 18, noon – 2 PM
in the library’s program room. Bring your lunch and beverage. (The 2 PM ending time is flexible if you need to
leave earlier.) The topic is “Sharing stories of our ancestors immigrating to the United States. Why did they
come? What was their life like after they arrived”? Feel free to bring photos and documents to share that
helped you put together the facts (i.e. citizenship papers, family records, ship manifests, newspaper articles, or
census records.) Newcomers are welcome. We learn from each other. If you have questions about this group
or the meeting, contact Peg Harvey at Genealogywlny@aol.com.
The Wayne County New York Genealogical Society meets the fourth calendar Tuesday at 7:00 PM at the
Newark-Arcadia Historical Society, 120 High Street, Newark, January through November. Their web site is
www.wcnygs.com.
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2013 Festival in the Park

By Bob Mogray

The Walworth Historical Society was a proud participant in this year's Festival in the Park, sponsored again by
the Walworth Lions Club. The festival dates were Friday, July 26 and Saturday, July 27. The theme for this
year was "Historic Walworth." The annual parade was held on Friday evening in which the WHS sponsored a
float that contained many historical objects from the museum such as old barrels, jugs, lanterns, an old desk, a
Larry Ruth painting of the museum, milk cans, and many more items. It takes much planning and work to put a
parade float together and this is always done at the Keymel residence a few days before the parade. This year
we were rewarded by taking the first place trophy for the best float in the parade.
WHS also had a booth at the festival in Ginegaw Park. Volunteers from WHS staffed the booth which featured
photo books with area pictures from now and the past, items for sale such as WHS logo clothing, books written
by Charlie Pembroke and John Traas, membership information, and much more. Different local people had
craft booths to display and sell their wares also. The Wayne County Sheriff's Department provided a police
dog demonstration, there was musical entertainment, and the New York State Police were on hand also. The
Walworth Lions Club sponsored a food booth that sold hot dogs, hamburgers, sausages, and more. There
was an outdoor movie as well as fireworks on Saturday night.
Hopefully you had a chance to see the parade, visit the festival, and stop by the WHS tent Thanks to the WHS
volunteers who sat at our booth for the duration of the festival to show our items and answer questions. The
Walworth Lions Club and all those who worked so hard to present the festival this year deserve our thanks for
a job well done.

Top left: WHS float
Top right: WHS booth
Bottom left: Lions club
food booth
Bottom right: Police
canine demonstration
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Our Collection Continues to Grow

By Jessie Keymel

Bob Mogray received an e-mail from a Sodus resident whose aunt attended District #10 in Lincoln during the
late 1920’s and early1930’s. So it came to pass that Elizabeth (Betty June) Hayes Auer visited our museum on
July 6 and spent time with WHS member and Walworth native Donna Stalker reminiscing about her life in
Lincoln. Betty June remembered the school was located somewhere near Plank and Crooked (now Burrows)
Roads; Donna told her the location was actually on nearby Lincoln Road. Miss Reader was her teacher in
1930 and she married a Lincoln farmer who was killed by lightning. Elizabeth said her family lived on Tiffany
Road.
Mrs. Auer told several interesting stories, which she promised to write and send to us. She reminisced about
some young pranksters who tied a long rope to the top of the school bell and hid in the orchard beyond. After
the boys rang the bell, they “hightailed” it for home and were back in bed before the men had gathered,
thinking it was a fire alarm. Our visitor joined the Walworth Historical Society and gave the museum a book
titled “The King’s Treasuries of Literature,” copyrighted 1924, and owned by Lincoln School #10 in 1927. On
her return home to Keene, Mrs. Auer sent us two certificates from School #10 that were signed by teacher
Frank E. Welsher and District Superintendent Virginia Hill. One was issued on 6/21/29 to William Hayes when
he passed 7th grade and the other also to William Hayes on 10/28/29 to allow employment for minors 14-17.

Walworth Memories: 20th on the 20th

By Dorothy French

“Summertime…..And the Living is Easy.” Summer is a time for family reunions, carnivals, parades, fairs,
picnics, and other activities. What summertime memories do you have? Come to the Sunday, October 20,
Walworth Memories program at the Walworth Town Hall meeting room from 2 – 3:30 PM and share them with
others. Refreshments will be provided by the library. This is the 20th program co-sponsored by the WalworthSeely Public Library and the Walworth Historical Society.

A Book of Don’ts

By Dorothy French

Included in a box of items from Janice Wignall Mitchell of Colorado Springs was a book published in 1890
called “Don’t.” The hard-cover book was in the library of her uncle, George R. Wignall, and contains
“Directions for Avoiding Improprieties in Conduct and Common Errors of Speech.” Included in its 102 pages
are the following don’ts:
• Don’t mop your face or beard with your napkin; draw the napkin across your lips neatly.
• Don’t wear a dressing gown or slippers anywhere out of your bedrooms. To appear at table or in any
company in this garb is the very soul of vulgarity. It is equally vulgar to sit at table or appear in company in
one’s shirt sleeves.
• Don’t call your servants “girls.” Call the cook “cook,” the nurse “nurse,” and the housemaids “maids.”
• Don’t bring children into company. Don’t set them at table where there are guests. Don’t force them on
people’s attention.
There were special instructions for women:
• Don’t wear at home faded or spotted gowns or spoiled finery, or anything that is not neat and appropriate.
Appear at the breakfast table in some perfectly pure and delicate attire – fresh, cool, and delicious, like a
newly-plucked flower. Dress for the pleasure and admiration of your family.
• Don’t forget that no face can be lovely when exposed to the full glare of the sun.
• Don’t supplement the charms of nature by the use of the color box.
• Don’t give yourself wholly to the reading of novels. An excess of this kind of reading is the great vice of
womankind. Good novels are good things, but how can women hope to occupy an equal place with men if
their intellectual life is given to one branch of literature solely?
Editor’s Note: We’ve come a long way!
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Walworth Historical Society
2013 Events Calendar
Date
Mon., Sept. 16
Sun., Oct. 6

Time
7:30 PM
3 - 3:30
3:30 - 5

Sun., Oct. 20
Mon., Nov. 18

2-3:30 PM
1:00 PM

Subject
General Meeting: “What’s In the Attic?”
Mural Dedication
Reception and Open House
Theme: Dairy Industry in Wayne County
Walworth Memories: Summertime Fun
General Meeting: Bill Lesniak: “Historic
Markers and Sites in Wayne County”

Location
Museum
Post Office Wall
Museum
Town Hall
Museum

Board of Trustees Meetings: Mondays, 7:00 PM at the Museum: November 4.
Open House Hours: The museum is open June, July, August, and September on Sunday and Wednesday
afternoons from 2 to 4 PM. Contact Judy McMillan at 315-524-4219 or Jessie Keymel at 315-524-9205 for an
appointment for other times.
Board of Trustees Meetings: Mondays, 7:00 PM at the Museum: August 19 and November 4.

Officers, Board Members, and Committee Chairs
President
VP/Newsletter
Secretary
Treasurer
WHS Trustee
WHS Trustee
WHS Trustee
WHS Trustee
Collections

Jessie Keymel
Robert Mogray
Judy McMillan
Mary Jane Devlin
Becky Appleman
Gene Bavis
Nancy Bel
Dorothy French
Jessie Keymel

(315) 524 - 9205
(585) 576 - 4156
(315) 524 - 4219
(315) 986 - 1512
(315) 524 - 3289
(315) 573 - 2768
(315) 986 - 2765
(315) 986 - 1098
(315) 524 - 9205

WHS Trustee
Larry Ruth
WHS Trustee
Marlene Slocum
Town Historian
Gene Bavis
Publicity
Joyce Finney
Genealogy
Kathy Aeckerle
Hospitality
Nancy Bel
Hospitality
Liz Bavis
Grounds
Judy McMillan
Grounds
Becky Appleman
Bldg. Maintenance Stan Weller

(315) 524 - 7936
(315) 524 - 5416
(315) 573 - 2768
(585) 377 - 9535
(315) 597 - 6864
(315) 986 - 2765
(315) 802 - 0380
(315) 524 - 4219
(315) 524 - 3289

Membership Information
Student
Individual
Family
Supporting
Corp. or Business
Sponsor
Patron
Life Member
Benefactor

$ 5.00
$ 10.00
$ 15.00
$ 25.00
$ 30.00
$ 50.00
$ 100.00
$ 150.00
$ 150.00
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Mission Statement: The Walworth Historical Society is a volunteer
organization established in 1975. Our chartered purpose is to
collect, preserve, and display items and artifacts of historical
interest and importance to the Town of Walworth and its environs.
We are a not-for-profit organization with 501(C)(3) status and
donations are tax deductible.

WHS Sept. 2013 Newsletter

(page 8)

Septembe 2013 WHS E-mail Newsletter Bonus Photos: 2013 Festival Parade Photos
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Septembe 2013 WHS E-mail Newsletter Bonus Photos: Walworth Mural Photos
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